Policy 707 — TRANSPORTATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to provide for thangportation of students consistent with the
requirements of law.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY

A.

The policy of the school district is to proviftar the transportation of students in a manner
that will protect their health, welfare and safety.

The school district recognizes that transpatais an essential part of the school district
services to students and parents but further rézegihat transportation by school bus is a
privilege and not a right for an eligible student.

DEFINITIONS

A.

“Disabled student” includes every child iderd under federal and state special education
law as having a hearing impairment, blindness, altisdisability, speech or language
impairment, physical handicap, other health impaimtn mental handicap,
emotional/behavioral disorder, specific learningatbility, autism, traumatic brain injury,
multiple disabilities, or deaf/blind disability whaeeds special education and related
services, as determined by the rules of the Conomes of Education. A licensed
physician, an advanced practice nurse, or a lickpsgchologist is qualified to make a
diagnosis and determination of attention deficgodiler or attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder for purposes of identifying a child witldiesability. In addition, every child under
age three, and at the school district’'s discretiom age three to seven, who needs special
instruction and services, as determined by thesrafehe Commissioner, because the child
has a substantial delay or has an identifiable iphlysr mental condition known to hinder
normal development is a child with a disability.child with a short-term or temporary
physical or emotional iliness or disability, asetatined by the rules of the Commissioner,
is not a child with a disability. (Minn. Stat. 832&.02)

“Home” is the legal residence of the child. the discretion of the school district, “home”
also may be defined as a licensed day care facddigool day care facility, a respite care
facility, the residence of a relative, or the reside of a person chosen by the student’s
parent or guardian as the home of a student fdrqgyaall of the day, if requested by the
student’s parent or guardian, or an afterschoafjjarm for children operated by a political
subdivision of the state, if the facility, residenor program is within the attendance area of
the school the student attends. Unless othervgseifgcally provided by law, a homeless
student is a resident of the school district ifo#led in the school district. (Minn. Stat.
§123B.92, Subd. 1(b)(1); Minn. Stat §127A.47, Sut)d.

“Homeless student” means a student, includinggratory student, who lacks a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence anddastustudents who are sharing the
housing of other persons due to loss of housingn@wmic hardship, or a similar reason; are
living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or campogr@unds due to the lack of alternative
adequate accommodations; are living in emergentiansitional shelters; are abandoned in
hospitals; are awaiting foster care placement; laagemary nighttime residence that is a
public or private place not designed for or ordigarsed as a regular sleeping
accommodation for human beings; are living in cpasks, public spaces, abandoned
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buildings, substandard housing, bus or train statior similar settings. (42 U.S.C. §
11434a)

“Nonpublic school” means any school, church religious organization, or home school
wherein a resident of Minnesota may legally fulfile compulsory instruction requirements
of Minnesota Statutes 8120A.22, which is locatethini the state, and which meets the
requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 4064, (42 U.S.C. § 2000a. (Minn. Stat.
8123B.41, subd. 9)

“Nonresident student” is a student who attesd®ol in the Northfield school district and
resides in another district, defined as the “nddeeg district.” In those instances when the
divorced or legally separated parents or parerdglirg separately share joint physical
custody of a student and the parents reside ieréifit school districts, the student shall be a
resident of the school district designated by thdent’s parents. When parental rights have
been terminated by court order, the legal resideice student placed in a residential or
foster facility for care and treatment is the destin which the student resides. (Minn. Stat.
§ 123B.88, Subd. 6; Minn. Stat. 8§ 125A.51; MinratS§ 127A.47, Subd. 3)

“Pupil support services” are health, counseding guidance services provided by the public
school in the same district where the nonpubliostls located. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.41,
Subd. 4)

“School of origin,” for purposes of determinitige residence of a homeless student, is the
school that the student attended when permaneotiged or the school in which the student
was last enrolled. (42 U.S.C. 8§ 11432(9)(3)(G))

. “Shared time basis” is a program where studattend public school for part of the regular

school day and who otherwise fulfill the requirertseaf Minnesota Statutes § 120A.22 by
attendance at a nonpublic school. (Minn. Sta&CL01, Subd. 8)

“Student” means any student or child attendingequired to attend any school as provided
in Minnesota law and who is a resident or chilcaaksident of Minnesota. (Minn. Stat. §
123B.41, Subd. 11)

ELIGIBILITY

A.

Upon the request of a parent or guardian, thaicdistrict shall provide transportation to

and from school, at the expense of the schooliclistor all resident students who reside two
miles or more from the school, except for thoseatis whose transportation privileges have
been revoked or have been voluntarily surrenderedhb student’s parent or guardian.

(Minn. Stat. § 123B.88, Subd. 1)

The school district may, in its discretion, ajsmvide transportation to any student to and
from school, at the expense of the school distfactany other purpose deemed appropriate
by the school board.

Walk Areas and Bus Stops

1.) Walking Areas. Distance is the primaryemia used to establish walking areas. The
walking areas are determined by measuring therdistan the most direct route, from
the home of the student to the nearest propemydirthe school of attendance. Current
walk boundaries established by Northfield Schodtiit 659 are approximately 1 mile
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for students in grades 6 through 12, and approxiyal5 mile for students in
kindergarten through grade 5.

2.) The Northfield School District has establishistretionary areas of service for students
who reside less than two miles from school, bwtddition to the walk areas described
above.

3) Bus Stops.

a. Bus stops and routes may change each year tysedhe student population.
Students may have to walk varying distances tdtisestop depending on the route
structure and time schedule. Individual stopsoaés would add considerable time
to a bus route.

b. Visibility from the home to the bus stop is patrt of the criteria for establishing
bus stops. If a parent/guardian is concerned abatahing their child at the bus
stop they need to walk with them to the stop.

c. School buses will not travel down cul-de-sagsept special vehicles designed to
pick up students with disabilities.

d. Bus turnarounds must meet minimum visibiliglaoad standards for rural routes.
Transportation services will be provided insaampossible as follows:

* On a public road, of at least two lanes with a minin 24’ wide top surface,
maintained by the state, county, city, or townsdmg is one-half mile long to a
main traveled road.

» There is a suitable place to turnaround, meetifegfysand visibility standards.

« All turnarounds must be sufficiently wide, plowefdsoow and otherwise
maintained to allow for safe turn around of a bus.

D. Transportation of any person
Districts may use district-owned or contractor-@ped school buses to provide
transportation along regular school bus routes gpaae available basis for any person. Such
use of a bus must not interfere with the transpiortaof pupils to and from school or other
authorized transportation of pupils. In all cagks,total additional cost of providing these
services, as determined by sound accounting proesdeust be paid by charges made
against those using these services or some thitgpayor. In no case shall the additional
cost of this transportation be paid by the distfi¢te provisions of section 65B.47,
subdivision 4, shall be applicable to any persand#&ansported pursuant to this
subdivision. (Minn. Stat. 8§ 123B.88, subd. 10)

E. Bus Ridership.
Based upon their home address, students aranaddig a specific bus stop and bus route.
Students must ride to and from the school on tlefds) to which they have been assigned.

Exceptions to this rule are as follows:

* If parents will be out of town for one week or l@ngand children will be staying at a
different location, please contact the bus comparghange the listed bus stop. The new
bus stop must be on an existing route, as buségaatibe rerouted for temporary
addresses.

* In case of a serious family emergency, such asthde unexpected hospitalization of a
family member, please contact the principal’s @fat your child’s school as early in the
day as possible if alternate arrangements are sege<alls to the office near the end of
the school day can result in missed messages anfialsoon.
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1.) After-School Activities

» Transportation is not provided on regular routegsuer non-school activities,
such as work, music or dance lessons, scouts, lthgtwvities, etc.

» Students may be allowed to ride an alternate buafter-school activities
sponsored by the Northfield School District if spag available on an existing
bus route. Advance registration for the activityequired and the school or
community education activity coordinator must cohthe bus company at least
one month in advance to determine if space is @vial The school district staff
in charge of the activity shall forward a list betstudents involved to the bus
company, and to the office of each school whichstiadents normally attend, at
least one week in advance of the activity session.

» Parents are responsible for transporting theid@@h) home after these activities.
Parents may be required to provide identificatmthe school staff member in
charge of the group when picking up their childjream the event.

2.) Busing to/from Daycare A student's daycare location may be regardeédeashome
residence for the purpose of transportation. Tdyeare must be located in the same
attendance area as the student’s home. Studdntipscfor afternoon kindergarten are
available only in the city of Northfield. Ruralhklergarten students are picked up on
regular morning bus routes.

» Student pick upsStudents may ride from home or daycare in the mgras long
as an existing stop is used and the change doewedbad the bus or adversely
affect the bus schedule for other students. Pas#duld contact the bus operator
to request an alternate pick up location.

» Student drop offs Students will be assigned to one take-home bug r@nd one
drop off location only, near either the hoorethe daycare. Students will not be
allowed to alternate between drop off locationdthdugh this policy is not
always convenient for parents, it is the safessfodents.

» Bus registration forms should be turned in befbrednd of the previous school
year so that the bus routes may be establisheccasagely as possible. If daycare
arrangements change over the summer, the schottaargportation operator
should be notified as soon as possible.

3.) Address Changes or New StuderRéease allow up to 5 days for changes to be
implemented due to adding new students whosspaatation requires additional bus
stops, route changes, and/or additional vehicles.

4.) Family Residence Changes within the Distrfstudents whose family moves to a
different elementary attendance area in mid-yelimet be required to transfer to the
other school during that school year. However,tbassportation may not be available.
Routes will not be added or changed to accommddatéis type of situation.

5.) Shared CustodyVhen divorced parents reside in different schttelh@ance areas within
the district and share physical custody of a sttydeansportation may be available
to/from the residence that is located in a schtiehdance area different from the school
where the student is enrolled. Parents must cotitadtansportation operator to
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determine whether space is available. Parents alsallprovide a regular schedule to the
school office and bus operator, regarding wheresthdent needs to be transported on
specific days or weeks. It is the responsibilityla# parent to ensure that their child
knows where he or she needs to go after schooldsach

6.) Field Trips. Transportation is provided for curricular fielgptactivities during the
school day. The school official organizing thediélip must obtain a price quote for
transportation prior to the trip from the bus cantor. A Bus Request Form provided by
the building secretary must be completed and faxedailed to the bus contractor to
book the trip. The school official should call tes contractor a couple of days in
advance of the trip to confirm the bus and vetiigttthe information is correct. Field trip
buses must be scheduled to return students to lsahleast ten minutes before the end of
the school day if the students are expected toafidenoon route buses that day.

V. TRANSPORTATION OF NONRESIDENT STUDENTS

A.

If requested by the parent of a nonresiderdestty the school district shall provide
transportation to a nonresident student withimdeders at the same level of service that is
provided to resident student@Minn. Stat. § 124D.04, Subd. 7; Minn. Stat. 83822,

Subd. 3) The same level of service means usingltisest current and existing pick-
up/drop-off point assigned by the School Distrigthwm the geographical boundary of
Northfield School District. The stop must be abedtion that allows for a safe transfer
between the school bus and parents’ vehicle, &rdeted by the bus company safety
director.

If the school district decides to transporiamsident student within the student’s resident
district, the school district will notify the studiés resident district of its decision, in writing,
prior to providing transportation. (Minn. Stat183B.88, Subd. 6)

When divorced or legally separated parents or paresiding separately reside in different
school districts and share physical custody otidestt, the parents shall be responsible for
the transportation of the student to an appropsstp in the school district during those
times when the student is residing with the pairettie nonresident school district. (Minn.
Stat. § 127A.47, Subd. 3(b))

The school district may provide transportatioraiow a student who attends a high-need
English language learner program and who residésnithe transportation attendance area
of the program to continue in the program until $hedent completes the highest grade level
offered by the program. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.92h&wB (b))

VI.  TRANSPORTATION OF RESIDENT STUDENTS TO NONDISTR ICT SCHOOLS

A.

B.

In general, the school district shall not pa®/transportation between a resident student’s
home and the border of a nonresident district wherestudent attends school under the
Enroliment Options Program. A parent may be reirséd by the nonresident district for
the costs of transportation from the pupil's resogeto the border of the nonresident district
if the student is from a family whose income i®abelow the poverty level, as determined
by the federal government. The reimbursement noagxceed the pupil’s actual cost of
transportation or 15 cents per mile traveled, wneh is less. Reimbursement may not be
paid for more than 250 miles per week. (Minn. $at24D.03, Subd. 8)

Resident students shall be eligible for tramston to and from a nonresident school
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district at the expense of the school districp ifhe discretion of the school district,
inadequate room, distance to school, unfavoralad oonditions, or other facts or
conditions make attendance in the resident stuslemth district unreasonably difficult or
impracticable. The school district, in its disawat may also provide for transportation of
resident students to schools in other districtgfades and departments not maintained in
the district, including high school, for the whalea part of the year or for resident students
who attend school in a building rented or leasethbyschool district in an adjacent district.
(Minn. Stat. § 123B.88, Subds. 1 and 4)

VIl. SPECIAL EDUCATION/DISABLED STUDENTS/STUDENTS W ITH TEMPORARY
DISABILITIES

A.

Upon a request of a parent or guardian, a eesidisabled student who is not yet enrolled in
kindergarten, who requires special education sesvig a location other than the student’s
home, shall be provided transportation to and fteenstudent’s home at the expense of the
school district and shall not be subject to anyaglise requirement. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.88,
Subd. 1)

Resident disabled students whose handicappetitmns are such that the student cannot be
safely transported on the regular school bus arstfoool bus route and/or when the student
is transported on a special route for the purpbsdtending an approved special education
program shall be entitled to special transportasibthe expense of the school district. The
school district shall determine the type of vehicéed to transport disabled students on the
basis of the handicapping condition and appliciMes. This provision shall not be
applicable to parents who transport their own caiider a contract with the school district.
(Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600)

Resident disabled students who are boardedoaiged at Minnesota state academies for
educational purposes, but who also are enrolledpublic school within the school district,
shall be provided transportation, by the schodtidisto and from said board and lodging
facilities, at the expense of the school distriglinn. Stat. § 125A.65)

If a resident disabled student attends a puolool located in a contiguous school district
and the school district of attendance does notigeospecial instruction and services, the
school district shall provide necessary transpiondor the student between the school
district boundary and the educational facility wdepecial instruction and services are
provided within the school district. The schodtdct may provide necessary transportation
of the student between its boundary and the sdtterded in the contiguous district, but
shall not pay the cost of transportation providatside the school district boundary.

(Minn. Stat. § 125A.12)

When a disabled student or a student with &-séion or temporary disability is
temporarily placed for care and treatment in atagram located in another school
district and the student continues to live wittie school district during the care and
treatment, the school district shall provide tlamsportation, at the expense of the school
district, to that student. The school district negyablish reasonable restrictions on
transportation, except if a Minnesota court or agesrders the child placed at a day care
and treatment program and the school district veses copy of the order, then the school
district must provide transportation to and frora gfrogram unless the court or agency
orders otherwise. Transportation shall only be jgled by the school district during regular
operating hours of the school district. (Minn.tS§125A.15(b); Minn. Stat. §
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125A.51(d))

When a nonresident disabled student or a stwdémia short-term or temporary

disability is temporarily placed in a residenpabgram within the school district,
including correctional facilities operated on a-fer-service basis and state institutions,
for care and treatment, the school district ghal/ide the necessary transportation at the
expense of the school district. Where a joint @@aentity enters into a contract with a
privately owned and operated residential facflitythe provision of education programs
for special education students, the joint powetgyeshall provide the necessary
transportation. (Minn. Stat. § 125A.15(c) and {inn. Stat. 8 125A.51(e))

Each driver and aide assigned to a vehicle patiag students with a disability will be
provided with appropriate training for the studanttheir care, will assist students with
their safe ingress and egress from the bus, wsllienthe proper use of protective safety
devices, and will be provided with access to emmgéealth care information as required
by law. (Minn. Rules Part 7470.1700)

Any parent of a disabled student who belietas the transportation services provided for
that child are not in compliance with the appliealalw may utilize the alternative dispute
resolution and due process procedures provideit fdinnesota Statutes Ch. 125A.
(Minn. Rules Part 7470.1600, Subd. 2)

VIll.  HOMELESS STUDENTS

A.

Homeless students shall be provided with trartggion services comparable to other
students in the school district. (42 U.S.C. § ZAéX3)(C)(i)(lll)(cc) and (g)(4)(A))

Upon request by the student’s parent, guardinhpmeless education liaison, the school

district shall provide transportation for a homslstident as follows:

1. A resident student who becomes homeless argigimg in a public or private
shelter location or has other non-shelter livinguagements within the school
district shall be provided transportation to arairirthe student’s school of origin
and the shelter or other non-shelter locationgfghelter or non-shelter location is
two or more miles from the school of origin and gedent’s transportation
privileges have not been revoked. (42 U.S.C. 824d)(1)(J)(iii)(1)

2. A resident student who becomes homeless argidimg in a public or private
shelter location or has other non-shelter livinguagements outside of the school
district shall be provided transportation to arairirthe student’s school of origin
and the shelter or other non-shelter locationgfghelter or non-shelter location is
two or more miles from the school of origin and gedent’s transportation
privileges have not been revoked, unless the satistrict and the school district
in which the student is temporarily placed agred the school district in which
the student is temporarily placed shall providegportation. (Minn. Stat. §
125A.51(f); 42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)(I1))

3. If a nonresident student is homeless and idiregsin a public or private homeless
shelter or has other non-shelter living arrangesesithin the school district, the
school district may provide transportation servioesveen the shelter or non-
shelter location and the student’s school of oraitside of the school district
upon agreement with the school district in whiah $ichool of origin is located.
(Minn. Stat. § 125A.51(f))
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XI.

XIl.

AVAILABILITY OF SERVICES

Transportation will be provided on all regularhheduled school days or make-up days.
Transportation will not be provided during the suenrechool break. Transportation may be
provided for summer instructional programs for stuts with a disability or in conjunction with
a learning year program. Transportation betweenehana school may also be provided, in the
discretion of the school district, on staff devetegnt days. (Minn. Stat. 8 123B.88, Subd. 21)

MANNER OF TRANSPORTATION

The scheduling of routes, establishment of thetionaf bus stops, manner and method of
transportation, control and discipline of schodldren, the determination of fees, and any other
matter relating thereto shall be within the sokcdition, control and management of the school
board. The school district may, in its discretiprgvide room and board, in lieu of
transportation, to a student who may be more ecaraywand conveniently provided for by that
means. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.88, Subd. 1)

RESTRICTIONS

Transportation by the school district is a privilege and not a right for an eligible student. A
student’s eligibility to ride a school bus may kegaked for a violation of school bus safety or
conduct policies, or violation of any other law gaving student conduct on a school bus
pursuant to the school district’s discipline polidgevocation of a student’s bus riding privilege
is not an exclusion, expulsion, or suspension utifdePupil Fair Dismissal Act. Revocation
procedures for a student who is an individual aittisability under 20 U.S.C. §1415
(Individuals with Disabilities Act), 29 U.S.C. § Z9the Rehabilitation Act), and 42 U.S.C. §
12132, (Americans with Disabilities Act) are govedrby these provisions. (Minn. Stat. §
121A.59)

FEES

A. Atits discretion, the school district may oparfees for transportation of students to and
from extra curricular activities conducted at lacas other than school, where attendance is
optional. (Minn. Stat. § 123B.36, Subd. 1(10))

B. The school district may charge fees for trangpion of students to and from school when
authorized by law. If the school district charfgss for transportation of students to and
from school, guidelines shall be established taenthat no student is denied transportation
solely because of inability to pay. The schoolriistlso may waive fees for transportation
if the student’s parent is serving in, or withir ghast year has served in, active military
service as defined in Minn. Stat. §190.05. (Mintat<sg 123B.36, Subds. 1(11) and 6)

C. The school district may charge reasonableft@esansportation of students to and from
post-secondary institutions for students enrolleden the post-secondary enrollment
options program. Families who qualify for mileageénbursement may use their state
mileage reimbursement to pay this fee. (Minn..§34dt23B.36, Subd. 1(13))

D. Where, in its discretion, the school districbyades transportation to and from an
instructional community-based employment statiat th part of an approved occupational
experience vocational program, the school distniay require the payment of reasonable
fees for transportation from students who recedreuneration for their participation in
these programs.  (Minn. Stat. 8 123B.36, Subd. 3
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Xlll. APPEAL PROCESS
An appeal to this policy may be directed firsthe Director of Student Services, second to the
Director of Business Affairs, and finally the Supéendent of Schools, whose decision will be
final.
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